Gender & Environmental Conservation
Rationale 
In recent years, there has been increased debate on ways to conserve the environment and reverse the adverse effects of climate change. Yet, it has been a common misconception that environmental protection is a ‘manly’ cause. That is why gender activism in this area has been on the rise. The aim is to widen the discussion and participation to include girls and the womenfolk. Taking a gendered approach to the issue of climate change will bring on board the crucial contribution of women around the world.

Questions
i. Do women have stronger pro-climate beliefs and views?
A section of the scholarly studies have revealed that women, more than men have stronger views and beliefs in favor of climate change and environmental conservation. In a critical review of eight years of Gallup data regarding the knowledge on climate change, McCright (2010) argues that women presented greater assessed scientific knowledge as compare to men. Further, it was affirmed that on the gender spectrum, the women expressed slightly greater concern regarding climate change in comparison to men. Therefore, it was clear that females possessed greater knowledge and concern as regards to climate change and environmental conservation than the males. 
ii. Is pollution a gendered issue in society today?
It is true that pollution affected the two genders in a different way, with women being at a greater disadvantage place compared to the men. A study by Montt (2018) on two decades of pollution data found that while air pollution had no significant effect on the overall numbers of hours worked, women spent more time in pollution related activities. For instance, when children got sick, women cared for them accounting for greater gender differences resulting to pollution. Therefore, the gender-biased distribution of the effects of pollution is real and impactful.

iii. How can women take more active roles in environmental conservation?
Koohi et al., (2014) found that since women are the fundamental cause of transmission of the culture in the environment through generations, they have a role to shape the culture towards environmental conservation. The researchers argued that women have a critical role to play in sustainable development and reversing global warming effects through diverse initiatives. For instance, at the domestic level, women teach the young ones about environmental protection and how to conserve the environment. Their study helped identify the role of women in the culture of environmental conservation. 

Take-away Message:
Men and women are both beneficiaries of the resources which the planet accords to support their well-being. A feminist perspective to environmental conservation is vital to identify and support ways in which women can take a more active role in conserving the environment. It is clear that women experience the effects of climate change, even far more than men. Besides, contrary to public opinion, women are far more informed and knowledgeable on climate change effects than men. With respect to these insights it is essential to identify the role of women in conserving the environment.
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